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Commissioner for Patents g 
Washington, D.C. 20231 31 

Dear Sir: 

This Communication is being submitted to summarize the status of the above-identified 
appHcation. The appUcation was filed on November 12, 1999. A first Office Action was issued 
by the United States Patent Office on August 30, 2000. A Response to the initial Office Action 
was filed by AppUcants on November 21, 2000. In response to an interview, a Supplemental 
Amendment and Response was filed by Apphcants on February 9, 2001 . A second Office 
Action was issued by the United States Patent Office on February 14, 2001 . This second Office 
Action failed to take into consideration the Supplemental Amendment and Response of 
February 9, 2001. Examiner Dawson was contacted by Applicants' attorney, Bruce Black, on 
April 18, 2001, to point out that the Supplemental Amendment and Response of February 9, 
2001, was not considered in the Office Action of February 14, 2001. Examiner Dawson 
indicated that a new Office Acfion would be issued, and that no response was needed for the 
Office Action of February 14, 2001. Additional calls were made by Applicants to Examiner 
Dawson on June 13 and August 9, 2001. In both conversations, Examiner Dawson indicated that 
no response was necessary to the Office Action of February 14, 2001, and that a Supplemental 
Office Action restarting the date for response would be issued shortly. 



Please contact the undersigned attorney at 612.336.4617 with any inquiries concerning 
this application. 
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CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1 .8: The undersigned hereby certifies that this correspondence and the paper(s), as 
described herein, are being deposited in the United States Postal Service, as first class mail, with sufficient postage, in an 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

We are transmitting herewith the attached: 

^ Transmittal Sheet in duplicate containing Certificate of Mailing 
^ Communication 
^ Return postcard 



Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a suffici^ number of months to enter these 
papers or any future reply, if appropriate. Please charge any additional fe^ 3r c^it overpd^ijf n^to Deposit 
Account No. 13-2725. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903, Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
612.332.5300 
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Name: David G. Schmaltz 
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